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NORTH KITSAP — Free, all-day kindergarten is coming to North Kitsap School District next

fall.

The school board last week approved a plan for the district to absorb the cost of the all-day

program, which has been partially covered by tuition at the district’s six elementary schools.

By the 2017-18 school year, the state will require all districts to offer all-day kindergarten to

families at no cost. North Kitsap does not qualify for all-day kindergarten money the state

now gives to schools with high numbers of students on free and reduced lunch. The state is

supposed to cover the cost at all schools by 2017-18. Most districts have already moved

forward to offer the free, all-day program.

“I am excited to offer this opportunity to our community,” Superintendent Patty Page said.

“Supporting all-day kindergarten for all students until the state does is a commitment to our

future.”

Kindergarten registration in North Kitsap begins March 2.

“We will only offer full-day. There will not be a half-day offering,” Jenn Markaryan, district

spokeswoman said. “For those parents who might have concerns about their student being

ready for full-day, they are welcome to work with our office of elementary education.”

The district has documented the positive effect of having kindergartners in school for a full

day, with students in the all-day program scoring better in three out of the past four years on

basic target skills than their half-day peers.
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NK last year reduced its all-day kindergarten tuition from $2,290 to $1,500. The board

Thursday considered cutting tuition in half but went with the fully subsidized option.

“The big thing for me, we were turning kids away. Parents couldn’t afford it,” board member

Bill Webb said. “I’ve been trying to do this for three years.”

The number of full-day sections will increase next year from 11 to 19. With the district

picking up the whole tab, the cost to North Kitsap taxpayers will increase from $420,000 to

an estimated $850,000.

Bremerton School District was an early adopter of free, all-day kindergarten, launching its

program in 2006. A half-day option also is available. Only Kitsap Lake Elementary does not

receive full funding from the state for high-poverty schools.

North Mason School District is in its second year of offering free, full-day kindergarten at

both Sand Hill and Belfair elementaries. Sand Hill receives the state subsidy for high-

poverty schools. The district covers the cost of the program at Belfair.

Central Kitsap this school year added free, full-day kindergarten at all 12 of its elementaries.

South Kitsap this fall expanded its all-day kindergarten from two schools to all 10

elementary schools. The program is free at five schools with high numbers of free and

reduced lunch students.

Regardless of what the state does, South Kitsap will offer free, all-day kindergarten at two

additional elementary schools in the 2015-16 school year, with the remaining three schools

following in 2016-17. If state funding comes through sooner, the phase-in could be

accelerated, Superintendent Michelle Reid said.

In Bainbridge Island School District, a full-day option is offered at all three of the district’s

elementary schools along with half-day kindergarten. Tuition is $325 a month/$3,250 per

year. Partial scholarships are available.



NK’s full-day kindergarten

What: North Kitsap School District’s will offer all-day kindergarten in the 2015-

16 school year.

When: Registration starts March 2.

Where: Families should register at their neighborhood school. Bring your

child’s birth certificate, proof of immunization and verification of current

address.

Info: Contact the office of elementary education at 360-396-3030.

Copyright 2015 Scripps Media, Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or
redistributed.


